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Through rose
coloured glass

Or any other colour
he happens to chose

By ANDREA ZOELLNER
Zpecial to the Okaragan Saturday

Few can put into words the beauty
of a stained glass window on a sunny
day. Even more impressive, howev-
er, are the artists who create such
masternieces.

Kelowna resident Andreas Mladek
is a talented glass artist with more
then 35 years experience. His work is
featured in churches, public places
and homes around the world.

Born in East Germany, his initia-
tion to stained and leaded glass was
actually a coincidence. After a few
years in the army, and a brief stint in
university, Mladek was planning an
esczpe to West Germany, during the
time of Soviet control in the east.

He was looking for a job in any pri-
vate company, to stay under the
radar of the authorities and was hired
as an apprentice in a stained glass
workshop. “I love to be able to do
something with your hands, coming
out of your creative mind,” he said
about the medium he fell in love with.

T very much enjoy the fact that I
brild stain glass windows. [ like the
idez that I'm leaving my trace that
will «*ay long after [ go.”

Continuing on in the Lracie. he start-
ed s own company in Berlin in 1979
and immigrated to Canada nine years
later. “T attended a slideshow presen-
tation with pictures of Vancouver,
and I thought it s a beautiful
place,” he said.

He had two jobs

already lined up
for him, and met his wife, Debra a few
year slater

Havi -emed 1 North Vancouver,
rurm..g his own company Creative
Glass Art, he had many contracts
vithin the northwestern pacific, the

most notable being heavy restoration
and stained glass window installation
in the Holy Rosary Church in
Vancouver in 2000. He recently
moved to Kelowna, for its beauty and
climate. His workshop space has dou-
bled, equipping him for any type of
contract.

He masters technigues such as
sandblasting, etching, glass carving,
and leaded glass for a variety of cre-
ations.

Mladek caters to everyone with any
project.

“I serve everybody in my commu-
nity. Got a window two ft. by two? I'll
do it. [ never say no just because [
want to do the big churches,” he said.

The average process to get a work
of art from Mladek starts with a meet-
ing. Builders, contractors, designers,
business owners, church representa-
tives and individuals come in and dis-
cuss the job to be done. “I show them
my portfolio, and then I provide
sketches with different price points,
so they can choose,” he explained.

“My goal is not to make an artistic
statement in 2 doorframe. I work
with the client to make a piece that
will fit in with the context of the
room, and meet their needs.”

\ﬂadeh works with his associate,
artist Kathleen Williams when asked
to create a window with colour and
design, although he thinks this style
in losing its appeal.

“(Glass art in the 21st century is less
ornate and overwhelming. The new
style of clear glass and textures lends
itself nicely to the contemporary
statement.” Even though he thor-
oughly enjoys making original
there is a great
re:.:matwn. According to Mladek,
medieval cathedrals in Europe need
work on the glass because of pollu-
tion and acid rain, but the lead grid
is intact. In North America however,
churches were built after the inven-

need ior

THE OKANAGAN SATURDAY

L

‘_—; u.‘u}s :l- »;;i—ﬂf\.‘: 15
i ‘“ (‘A.‘J“lu..xl dall.

country, and
ible heritage, it's
icknowledged the

‘flth ter 1ifs

Canada 'I(JTT: 18 4 young

: ‘v.|vt 4+ at 1AATD
Arl is 10c3ied at 154499

'x cv :3.?: .1-1‘




